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CHRIST - OUR RANSOM

Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. — 1 Tim. 2:6

ILLUSTRATION:

'On a cold winter day Gabriel Estrada, a high school senior in Twin Lakes,
Wisconsin, did the unthinkable. When his 17-year-old girlfriend secretly gave birth
to a baby boy on January 15, 2002, she dressed it and asked him to deliver it to a
church. Instead, Gabriel wrapped the baby in a canvas bag and left him in a
portable toilet in a nearby park to die. But against incredible odds the baby was
saved.

According to police there was virtually no chance the infant would survive.
Temperatures were well below freezing. Lack of snow meant the nearby sledding
hill would not be frequented by kids. And the sanitation company's scheduled pick-
up at the port-a-potty was days away.

Village of Twin Lakes police credit a father and son for saving the child's life.
About 4 o'clock in the afternoon on January 16th a father (wishing to remain
anonymous) and his young son stopped at the abandoned West Side Park in need
of a bathroom. Hearing a whimpering sound coming from the port-a-potty, they
knew something was wrong. They called 911 to report what they had discovered.

When Officer Randy Prudik responded to the call, he pulled the canvas bag from
the outdoor toilet and raced to nearby Burlington Memorial Hospital where the
baby received emergency treatment.

"There's no way he would have survived that," Prudik said. "That little guy had
somebody watching over him."

As a testament to the boy's survival, the nurses at the hospital dubbed him William
Grant: William for the will to live and Grant for not taking life for granted.

On a grander scale, another Father and Son rescue team intervened on behalf of
doomed humanity. (see John 3:16 below).

1. A RANSOM GIVEN AS A GIFT OF LOVE

' Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (1-7-02)
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. — John 3:16

2. A RANSOM GIVEN AS PAYMENT FOR OUR SIN

Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil
world, according to the will of God and our Father. — Gal. 1:3-4

Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. — Titus 2:14

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him. — 2 Cor. 5:21

3. A RANSOM GIVEN AS OUR SUBSTITUTE

Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give
his life a ransom for many. — Matt. 20:28

I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread,
he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give
for the life of the world. — John 6:51

4. A RANSOM GIVEN AS A REMBRANCE

And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This
is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the
cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed
for you. — Luke 22:19-20





